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may be several inches in length. The worm is equipped with teeth by which it is attached to the inside wall of the intestines. The worms are very thin and often appear as a mass of tangled white threads obstructing the passage through the bowel. When the worms, or a portion of the intestines to which the worms are attached, is placed in a dish of warm water the worms float out in such a way that the segments or joints are easily detected. There are many different species of tape-worms, but the one usually encountered is described here.
Life history of the tape-worm
The adult tape-worm attaches itself to the lining of the intestine and grows from the head outward. As the segments or links near the tail end of the worm become mature, they drop off. Each joint or segment as it is sloughed off contains innumerable eggs. The segments mix with the food in the intestines and pass out in the droppings. If these segments are immediately eaten by another fowl, they do not grow to maturity. The eggs contained in the segments must go through another stage of development or incubation before they are able to produce tape-worm disease in another bird. In other words, an intermediate host is necessary before the eggs reach the infective stage. Depending on the species of tape-worm, this intermediate stage takes place in the common house-fly, stable-fly, snail, earthworm or slug. Three or four of the common chicken tapeworms pass through the body of the house-fly.
The house-fly picks up the newly passed tape-worm segments from the droppings of an infected chicken. These are swallowed by the fly and are carried into its intestine. While inside of the fly, the eggs hatch and develop into the larval stage. When the time is ripe, the fly carrying the growing tape-worms in its body may be eaten by a young chicken. The fly passes into the stomach of the chicken where the body of the fly is digested or dissolved and the young tape-worms are soon liberated. At this time the tape-